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From the desk of PNWD-IAI’s President: 
Jim Luthy 2015-2016 

As we await more details on the 2016 PNWDIAI Educational 
Conference, I want to take this opportunity to encourage our 
members with two very rich words: Be Good. 
 
There is a lot of meaning in those two words. “Be good” is far 
different than “do good.” Even bad people can do good things. 
It takes a bit more intention to be something. Consider also 
that good people do bad things and you must realize that being good is the product 
of vigilant self-examination and effort. 
 
For those of us in the field of identification, good is synonymous with excellence.   
We must be good at what we do. If not, someone could be falsely identified or falsely 
accused. A killer, rapist or thief could go free. The public trust demands that we are 
trained, proficient and reliable in what we do. Membership and participation in the 
Pacific Northwest Division of the IAI is one willful choice you can make to pursue 
such excellence and secure that trust. 
 
Of course, your choice makes it incumbent upon our membership (and especially  
our Board of Officers and Directors) to provide meaningful training opportunities, 
communication, and networking. I believe your current Board has just that thought in 
mind. This newsletter, social media, our website, regional training, and the annual 
conference are all means to a never-ending quest to make us all  better. 
 

Like us on Facebook at:   
www.facebook.com/pnwdiai      

          (continued next page) 

The Examiner 

Follow us on Twitter at: 
www.twitter.com/pnwdiai 

http://www.facebook.com/pnwdiai
http://www.twitter.com/pnwdiai
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But there is another meaning for good that we cannot ignore - the good that   
is synonymous with moral, ethical, and upright. Ultimately, there is little we  
can do to help each other become this kind of good. We have standard oper-
ating procedures, quality assurance measures, and peer reviews that keep us 
accountable, but these can only help us do good things. Good, in this sense, 
is a choice. 
 
To use an example from bloodstain pattern analysis, ethical failure in our pro-
fessions is very much like the fluid dynamics of a drip pattern - blood into 
blood. The greatest disruption occurs at the point of impact. Nobody will be 
more affected by your shortcomings than you. It not only impacts your job and 
career, it will devastate your conscience and soul. Whatever the temptation, 
it’s not worth it.  
 
The impact of blood into blood then sends a wave into the surrounding area. 
That blood will typically break into droplets which can travel far distances and 
appear quite chaotic in a resultant pattern. Bad decisions can create similar 
chaos and be far-reaching. Your co-workers, your employer, and your profes-
sion can all be stained by your misdeeds. Even one minor bad act can put the 
greater good on its heels. 
 
According to the Bible, God stepped back at the end of each day and looked 
at what was created and said it was good. The intent here, I believe, is to   
describe the universe as something positive and worthwhile. I believe our 
work is this kind of good - something positive and worthwhile. We have the 
privilege to contribute something positive to the world.  
 
So, let’s all be good! 
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IAI Crime Scene Certification 
 
 
The International Association for Identification offers four separate certification 
programs in the crime scene discipline. These certifications are intended to      
provide a benchmark for proficiency in the field, independent of any individual 
agency. Certification may increase your credibility in court, and it serves to       
emphasize your professionalism. 
 
The different certifications available are: 
 

¶ Certified Crime Scene Investigator (CCSI) 
¶ Certified Crime Scene Analyst (CCSA) 
¶ Certified Crime Scene Reconstructionist (CCSR) 
¶ Certified Senior Crime Scene Analyst (CSCSA) 

 
Certification requires that an applicant demonstrate prior training and experience 
in the discipline. All of the certifications require the applicant to be of good moral 
character, and all applicants must be “employed full time in an occupation that    
includes crime scene related activities”. This means that applicants must respond 
to crime scenes and have a significant role in locating, documenting, recovering 
and analyzing physical evidence. An applicant must include letters of reference 
and recommendation, and a background check will verify both the training and   
experience listed. 
 
Once the application is approved, the applicant must successfully complete a  
comprehensive written test. Applicants are also required to agree to abide by the 
IAI’s Code of Ethics and Standards of Professional Conduct. 
 
Each certification has its own requirements for training and experience, as well as 
the length and format of the written test.  
 
  Certified Crime Scene Investigator 

§ 1 year experience in crime scene related activities 
§ 48 hours of approved instruction within the previous 5 years 
§ Written test of 200 questions with a 3-hour time limit 

 
           (continued) 
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Certified Crime Scene Analyst 
§ 3 years’ experience in crime scene related activities 
§ 96 hours of approved instruction within the previous 5 years 
§ Written test of 300 questions with a 4-hour time limit 
 

Certified Crime Scene Reconstructionist 
§ 5 years’ experience in crime scene related activities 
§ 120 hours of approved instruction within the previous 5 years 

ß Must include a 40-hour Bloodstain Pattern Analysis course 
ß Must include a total of 40-hours of instruction in Shooting       

Incident Reconstruction 
ß BPA and SIR classes may be within the previous 10 years 

§ Must have:  
ß Authored a paper in a professional journal, or 
ß Made a presentation related to the discipline, or 
ß Be an active instructor in the discipline, or 
ß Submit a court transcript showing testimony related to the     

discipline 
§ Written test of 300 questions with a 4½-hour time limit  
§ Practical test based upon mock crime scene documentation with        

a 3-hour time limit 
 

 Certified Senior Crime Scene Analyst 
§ 6 years’ experience in crime scene related activities 
§ 144 hours of approved instruction within the previous 5 years 
§ Must have:  

ß Authored a paper in a professional journal, or 
ß Made a presentation related to the discipline, or 
ß Be an active instructor in the discipline, or 
ß Submit a court transcript showing testimony related to the      

discipline 
§ Written test of 400 questions with a 5-hour time limit 

 
The certification program is overseen and administered by an independent Crime 
Scene Certification Board (CSCB). Members are appointed by the President of the 
IAI for rotating three-year terms. The CSCB is responsible for setting requirements, 
selecting reference books for the tests, and writing and administering the tests  
themselves. The CSCB itself is accredited by the Forensic Specialties  Accreditation 
Board (FSAB) to ensure a fair, open, and transparent administration of the program. 
No other crime scene certification program is independently accredited. 

 
           (continued) 
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Early on in the certification program, different certifications were referred to as 
“levels” and it was expected that an applicant would start as a Certified Crime     
Scene Investigator, and then take each test in turn. Under current rules, an         
applicant may apply and test for any certification for which they are qualified.  
 
An individual may hold only one certificate at a time – with one exception. Any     
person holding a Certified Crime Scene Reconstructionist (CCSR) certificate  
may also hold one of the other certificates. 
 
Certificates are valid for five years. At the end of the five years, the certification 
may be extended an additional five years by demonstrating continued training 
and activity within the discipline. Acceptable activities toward recertification    
include attending forensic conferences, publication in scholarly journals, present-
ing at conferences, or conducting training for forensic professionals. Membership 
in an approved forensic organization, or holding an officer or committee position 
in an approved organization will also earn credits toward recertification. Each   
applicant for recertification must successfully pass a written test. 
 
Certification may be renewed indefinitely as long as the applicant continues to  
remain active in the field by attending training or conferences, teaching, etc.    
Applicants for recertification do not have to demonstrate that they are “employed 
full time in an occupation that includes crime scene related activities”, so it is  
possible to remain certified even in retirement. If a certificate expires prior to 
recertification, a new application for certification must be submitted. The new   
application would again require that the applicant be “employed full time in an  
occupation that includes crime scene related activities. 
 
If you’re interested in certification, but still have questions – feel free to contact    
Don Ledbetter at: 
 
dledbettercscb@gmail.com 
 
Detective Don Ledbetter, CSCSA 
Seattle Police Department CSIU 
Member, IAI Crime Scene Certification Board 
 
A full list of the application requirements, fees, and study materials are available 
on the IAI Certification Program website at:  
 
http://theiai.org/certifications/crime_scene/index.php 

Pacific Northwest Division IAI        Fall  2015 

http://theiai.org/certifications/crime_scene/index.php


Training 

    Pacific Northwest Division IAI        Fall  2015 



    Pacific Northwest Division IAI        Fall  2015 

Training 

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR: 
JAN JOHNSON, CSCSA 

FORENSIC PIECES 
TRAINING & CONSULTING 
Forensic Pieces, Inc. | 3 W. Garden St., Suite 
618 Pensacola, FL 32502 | phone 850.332.0141 
| fax 850.390.4792 
COURSE DATES: APRIL 25-29, 2016 LOCATION: SPO-

KANE COUNTY SHERICCΩ{ hCCL/9 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM REGIONAL TRAINING CENTER 
6011 NORTH CHASE ROAD 
NEWMAN LAKE, WA 99025 

Ih{¢LbD !D9b/¸Ω{ w9/haa9b595 [h5DLbDΥ OXFORD 
SUITES 
15015 E. INDIANA AVE 
SPOKANE VALLEY, WA 
(509) 847-1000 

HOSTED BY: SPOKANE COUNTY SHERICCΩ{ hCCL/9 



PACIFIC NORTHWEST DIVISION 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR IDENTIFICATION 

 

   MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

I hereby submit renewal of my membership in the Pacific Northwest Division – International           

Association for Identification.   
 

 

Annual Member Dues:  $25.00   Student:  $12.50 
 

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP is for individuals actively engaged as an examiner, analyst, practitioner, or supervisor in the forensic sciences.   

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP is for  individuals w holly or  partially engaged in forensic sciences w ho are not qualified 

for Active Membership.  Associate Members are subject to the same rules, fees, and charges, and are entitled to all rights and privileges 

of Active membership, with the exception that they are not entitled to election to any Association office. 

 

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP is for  full tim e college students majoring in a law enforcement and/or forensic related field.  Appli-

cants must include a current transcript from their college certifying they are taking at least 12 semester/equivalent quarter credits for 

undergraduate study or at least 9 semester/equivalent quarter credits for graduate study applicants.  

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP RENEWING:  ACTIVE  ASSOCIATE           STUDENT 

Member Signature        Date 

Member Last Name                 First Name     MI 

Primary Forensic Discipline                              How long   

     

Employer                                                                                                     Title                                
 

Address                                                                            City                                                    State                   Zip Code 

Phone                                                                               Fax 
 

Email Address 

Home Address                                                               City                                                      State                 Zip Code 

Cell Phone                                                                     Home Phone                    

WHERE DO YOU WANT YOUR PNWD-IAI MATERIAL MAILED                    WORK                           HOME 

WHERE DO YOU WANT EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE SENT                            WORK                          HOME 



Business Name Membership Renewal Form pg. 2 

FOR BOARD USE ONLY 
 

RECEIVED:             _____________________          PAID BY:                       _________________ 

RECEIPT:         _____________________        ROSTER UPDATED:    _________________ 

MEMBER #:         _____________________         CARD SENT:                 _________________ 

 

Convenient payment available through PayPal @ pnwdiai.org 

Pay by credit card (credit card information will not be retained):  

VISA   MASTERCARD  AMER EXPRESS  Name on Card: ___________________________________ 

CC # ____________________________________________ 

     Exp:  ____________________CCV:___________________ 

 

Pay by check payable to:    PACIFIC NORTHWEST DIVISION ï IAI, Treasurer 
         
Mail to:        Lorene Moore 
       34th Ave SW  / Seattle, WA  98126 

(206) 979-6848 cell   (206) 205-7898 fax  
       Email:   membership@pnwdiai.org  

Membership Renewal Dues:          $__________ 
 

Please accept my donation to the PNWD-IAI Scholarship fund in the amount of:                $__________ 
 
TOTAL:                                                     $__________ 

*PLEASE NOTE New Email Address For Membership!* 
 

PNWD-IAI Membership renewal deadline is March 31, 2016!   
Please submit your renewal by this date to avoid interruption of your 

member benefits.  Thank you for your continued support!  

mailto:membership@pnwdiai.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR:  
 

Be sure to save the dates of June 7 -10, 2016 for the next PNWD -IAI conference at the 

Tulalip Resort and Casino near Marysville, Washington.  Along with all those great       

classes, workshops, and seminars, you may just hit it big on the slots or table games!   

Whether you have spent any personal time at this lovely Resort/Casino or have perhaps 

just driven by on Interstate 5, I am sure you can agree this will be a fun place to have a 

week long conference!  There will be more information in the Winter 2016 Newsletter.  If 

you have thoughts about any possible vendors, please let Deneen Flowers or me know, I 

will pass any ideas on to Deneen!   
 

As always, please let me know if there is anything you would like to see in the Examiner!    

I am always looking for interesting things to share with the rest of the membership!   The 

past couple of newsletters have included interesting articles submitted by members and   

I totally appreciate the input.  Since the newsletter is about and for the membership, I will   

always accept any ideas or suggestions on how the newsletter is put together.  
 

Check out the store on our Website for 50th Anniversary Merchandise!!!  

http://www.pnwdiai.org/  
 

Pamela Lyne, Identification Technician  
King County Regional AFIS Identification Program  
516 Third Avenue, Room 1A04  
Seattle, Washington 98104 -2312  
(206) 447 -6168  
pamela.lyne@kingcounty.gov  
 

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:   

www.pnwdiai.org  

http://www.pnwdiai.org/membership.php  

 

PNWDIAI website 
member login 
User name: Member 
(Password will be emailed) 

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed in articles contained in this publication do not necessarily represent the views of the Pacific Northwest 
Division of the International Association for Identification. The Association neither guarantees, warrants, nor endorses these views or tech-
niques but offers these articles as information to the membership. Some articles may contain descriptions of processes utilizing chemicals or 
combinations of chemicals that may be hazardous to the user's health. It is strongly recommended that proper precautions be taken when using 
known hazardous chemicals or a combination thereof. The Association assumes no responsibility for the use of chemicals or combinations 
thereof as set forth in any article. 

http://www.pnwdiai.org

